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passion for the game and his dedication to
helping his players better themselves on the
field, in the classroom, and in their commu-
nities. Laura and I extend our deepest sym-
pathies to the Robinson family, the players
he inspired, and Grambling State University.

Executive Order 13429—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate a Dispute Between
Metro-North Railroad and Its
Maintenance of Way Employees
Represented by the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters
April 4, 2007

A dispute exists between Metro-North
Railroad and its maintenance of way employ-
ees represented by the International Broth-
erhood of Teamsters.

The dispute has not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended, 45 U.S.C. 151-188
(the “Act”).

A first emergency board to investigate and
report on this dispute and disputes of other
employees represented by other labor orga-
nizations was established on December 7,
2006, by Executive Order 13417 of Decem-
ber 6, 2006. The emergency board termi-
nated upon issuance of its report. Subse-
quently, its recommendations were not ac-
cepted by the parties.

A party empowered by the Act has re-
quested that the President establish a second
emergency board pursuant to section 9A of
the Act (45 U.S.C. 159a).

Section 9A(e) of the Act provides that the
President, upon such request, shall appoint
a second emergency board to investigate and
report on the dispute.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, including sec-
tion 9A of the Act, it is hereby ordered as
follows:

Section 1. Establishment of Emergency
Board (Board). There is established, effec-
tive April 6, 2007, a Board of three members
to be appointed by the President to inves-
tigate and report on this dispute. No member
shall be pecuniarily or otherwise interested
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in any organization of railroad employees or
any carrier. The Board shall perform its func-
tions subject to the availability of funds.

Sec. 2. Report. Within 30 days after the
creation of the Board, the parties to the dis-
pute shall submit to the Board final offers
for settlement of the dispute. Within 30 days
after the submission of final offers for settle-
ment of the dispute, the Board shall submit
a report to the President setting forth its se-
lection of the most reasonable offer.

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro-
vided by section 9A(h) of the Act, from the
time a request to establish a second emer-
gency board is made until 60 days after the
Board submits its report to the President, the
parties to the controversy shall make no
change in the conditions out of which the
dispute arose except by agreement of the
parties.

Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records
and files of the Board are records of the Of-
fice of the President and upon the Board’s
termination shall be maintained in the phys-
ical custody of the National Mediation Board.

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi-
nate upon the submission of the report pro-
vided for in section 2 of this order.

George W. Bush

The White House,
April 4, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:01 a.m., April 9, 2007]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on April 10.

Proclamation 8120—Pan American
Day and Pan American Week, 2007

April 5, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Each year on Pan American Day and dur-
ing Pan American Week, we underscore our
commitment to supporting the citizens in the
Pan American community, strengthening de-
mocracy in the Western Hemisphere, and
advancing the cause of peace worldwide.
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In 1890, the International Union of Amer-
ican Republics was established to promote
cooperation among the Americas. Today, the
United States and our neighbors in the West-
ern Hemisphere are a community linked by
common values, shared interests, and the
close bonds of family and friendship. As the
expansion of freedom continues in our re-
gion, the democratic nations of the Western
Hemisphere are working together to build
a safer and more prosperous society and to
ensure that all the people of the Americas
have the opportunity to achieve their dreams.

My Administration is working to advance
the cause of social justice in the Pan Amer-
ican region, and we are committed to sup-
porting our neighbors™ efforts to meet the
needs of their citizens. In 2004, we created
the Millennium Challenge Corporation to
provide increased aid to nations that govern
justly, invest in the education and health of
their people, and promote economic free-
dom. We are working with the citizens of
the Pan American community to expand eco-
nomic opportunity through debt relief and
to encourage reforms through such mecha-
nisms as the North America Free Trade
Agreement, the Chile Free Trade Agree-
ment, and the Dominican Republic-Central
America-United States Free Trade Agree-
ment. These agreements facilitate the flow
of trade and help establish market econo-
mies. We have also recently notified the Con-
gress of our intention to enter into a free
trade agreement with Panama and signed
free trade agreements with Peru and Colom-
bia. These agreements will generate export
opportunities for the United States and ben-
efit the people of Panama, Peru, and Colom-
bia by providing economic opportunity and
helping to strengthen democratic institu-
tions. By working with our democratic neigh-
bors to build strong and vibrant economies,
we are helping the citizens of the Western
Hemisphere realize the promise of a free and
just society.

The ties between the democratic nations
of the Western Hemisphere are deep and
lasting, and together we can continue our
great strides toward freedom and prosperity
for people everywhere.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
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by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2007,
as Pan American Day and April 8 through
April 14, 2007, as Pan American Week. I
urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
and the officials of other areas under the flag
of the United States of America to honor
these observances with appropriate cere-
monies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:47 a.m., April 6, 2007]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 9.

Proclamation 8121—National
Former Prisoner of War Recognition
Day, 2007

April 5, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The men and women of the United States
Armed Forces have made great sacrifices to
defend our Nation. They have triumphed
over brutal enemies, liberated continents,
and answered the prayers of millions around
the globe. On National Former Prisoner of
War Recognition Day, we honor the brave
individuals who put service above self and
were taken captive while protecting America
and advancing the cause of freedom.

Throughout our Nation’s conflicts, Amer-
ican prisoners of war have defied ruthless en-
emies and endured tremendous hardships as
they braved captivity. Their strength showed
the power and resilience of the American
spirit and the indomitable character of our
men and women in uniform. Their sacrifices
are a great example of courage, devotion, and
love of country.



